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SAFE CLIMATE ACT OF 2007 (H.R. 1590)

Global warming is one of the greatest conservation issues we face today.
Rising sea levels, melting ice, droughts, and habitat change and
destruction threaten species in the US and around the world. Scientists
warn that we must drastically reduce global warming pollutants by mid-
century to halt and reverse global warming trends. Defenders of Wildlife
supports solutions that will immediately and significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions to avoid the worst consequences of global

warming.

The Safe Climate Act of 2007 (H.R. 1590), introduced by Representative

4

Henry Waxman (D-CA) is a forward-looking, science-based bill that sets

targets and requires actions necessary to avoid the most catastrophic consequences of global warming. By increasing
reliance on renewable energy sources and energy efficiency, this bill will have far-reaching positive impacts, including
reducing air pollution, creating new jobs, and reducing our dependence on oil.

Pollution Reduction Targets

Scientists tell us that we are near a “tipping point” beyond
which drastic climate changes will be unavoidable. This
point is recognized as a 2°F increase above today’s global
average. To stay below this point, we have to stabilize
concentrations of global warming pollutants at 450ppm
(parts per million) by 2100.

This bill establishes pollution reduction targets that aim to
keep temperatures below this dangerous tipping point.
Under this bill, emissions levels are set at 2010 levels and
then gradually reduced through 2050. From 2011 to 2020,
emissions are cut 2% per year after which point
reductions are cut 5% per year. By mid-century, emissions
will be 80% lower than in 1990.

Balanced Approach to Pollution Reductions

To reach these targets, this bill calls for increased reliance
on clean, renewable energy sources, improved energy
efficiency, and clean cars. It also creates a flexible “cap
and trade” program that would allow companies to meet
emissions reductions targets.

Renewable Energy Standard - Directs the Department of
Energy (DOE) to establish national standards requiring
20% of electricity be generated from renewable energy
sources by 2020.

Energy Efficiency Standard - Directs DOE to establish
national standards requiring utilities to obtain 10% of
their energy supplies through energy efficiency in 2020.

Clean Cars Standard — Directs the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to set standards for reducing
global warming emissions from motor vehicles that are at
least as rigorous as the current California standards. EPA
must tighten these standards in 2014 and periodically
after then.

Cap and Trade Program — Directs EPA to set a cap on
global warming emissions from the largest polluters and
allow polluters to meet the cap by buying and selling
pollution allowances, which can be likened to pollution
permits. Funds generated from allowances sales are
deposited in the “Climate Reinvestment Fund” to be used
for public benefit and to promote economic growth,
including helping fish and wildlife adapt to a changing
climate.

Periodic Scientific Review

The bill also calls for the National Academy of Sciences
to review, every 5 years, progress reducing global
warming pollutants. If necessary, it will outline additional
reductions and national and international actions to be
taken.

For the latest updates, visit www.defenders.org/globalwarming/congress.html
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