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Our mission is to protect wildlife habitat and 
ecological integrity of the Sudbury, Assabet, and 
Concord River valleys for the benefit of present 
and future generations.



About SVT

• Eight full-time and two part-time staff
– Two land protection staff
– Two stewardship staff

• 3,500 members (households)
• Interests in land:

– 2,000 acres owned in fee as reservations
– 1,000 acres of conservation easements
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Strategic Planning for Land 
Protection

• 1,500 acres over 5 years (300 ac./yr.)

• 80% of acres “regionally significant”
– Priority Areas
– Flagship Properties

• 20% staff time dedicated to priority project 
cultivation in “Priority Areas”
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Priority Area Analysis

• Located in parts of 19 out the 36 municipalities in our 
watershed.

• Contain 45,105 acres out of watershed’s 256,000 total 
acres (17.6%).

• Range in size from 3,000 to nearly 10,000 acres with a 
base of 20% to as much as 50% already conserved.

• Other priorities include “Flagship” properties – large, 
signature properties of significant regional importance.



Planning Land Stewardship for 
Biodiversity Protection

• Knowing the properties:
– Awareness of all properties with NHESP Priority or 

Estimated habitat
– Biological inventories done on most significant 

properties

• Managing the properties:
– 20 or so largest reservations have complete 

management plans
– Smaller reservations have “reservation data summary 

sheets”
– Enhancing habitat on reservations.
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Planning tools and resources
• Sudbury Assabet Concord River Basin 

Study (SuAsCo River Basin Group of the 
League of Women Voters, 1968)

• Massachusetts Land Inventory (Ma. Dept. of 
Environmental Management, 1982)

• Greenways Plan for the Suasco
Watershed (Sudbury Valley Trustees, 2000)

• SuAsCo (Sudbury, Assabet , and Concord 
River Watershed) Biodiversity Protection 
and Stewardship Plan (Clark, 2000)



Planning tools and resources, cont’d.

• Biomap: Guiding Land Conservation for 
Biodiviersity in Massachusetts (Mass. 
NHESP, 2001)

• Living Waters: (Mass. NHESP, 2003)
• Massachusetts State Wildlife Plan (Mass. 

Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife, 2005)
• Mass GIS




