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Living Lands Project
Defenders of Wildlife



LIVING LANDS:

Helping Land Trusts
Conserve Biodiversity




Living Lands Mission

To support and increase the capacity of the
land trust community to conserve biodiversity
on private lands through financial and
technical assistance.




Living Lands: Why now?
e Standards 8, 11 and 12

 [RS and taxpayers need conservation donations to be
worthy of a federal tax benefit

e Land trusts need to document “conservation purposes” in
easement language

e Funders want strategic planning

o State Wildlife Action Plans




Survey Responses

 Assistance or training needs:
— Conservation planning
— Habitat restoration and management
— Monitoring
— ldentifying funding sources




Living Lands Resources

Land Trust Alliance regional conferences and Rally
(2006, 2007, 2008)

Written resources for land trusts;
www.defenders.org/livinglands

Case studies

Small grants for biodiversity pilot projects




Pilot Projects Overview

e Purpose: to support and increase capacity of the
land trust community to conserve biodiversity
through technical and financial assistance.

i‘!

 Types of projects considered:
— capacity building Zpr
— habitat restoration o

— remove a specific barrier to a project




Pilot Project Overview cont’d

o Criterla summary:

— Local, regional or
statewide land trust

— Up to $10,000 for a
biodiversity project

— 1:2 match

— 2 year grant period

— Land must be
permanently protected




Pilot Projects

e Important dates

— January 15, 2008 applications due
— March 17, 2008 decisions made
— May 5, 2008 grant period begins




Pilot Projects

 Applications online
— www.defenders.org/livinglands

e Questions?

— Aimee Weldon (Project Manager),
aweldon@defenders.org

— 1130 17t St NW, Washington DC 20036
— 202-682-9400




2007 Pilot Projects

e $59,300 awarded to 7 land trusts
— Greenbelt Land Trust, OR
— Teton Regional Land Trust, ID
— Nisqually Land Trust, WA
— Washtenaw Land Trust, Ml
— Eastern Sierra Land Trust, CA s
— Taos Land Trust, NM
— Sudbury Valley Trustees, MA




TAOS LAND TRUST
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Touch-Me-Not Mountain Preserve
Eagle Nest, NM
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Benton Hot Springs Valley
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Benton Hot Springs Valley
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o CA Wildlife Action Plan recommends “agricultural and
rangeland management practices that are compatible with
wildlife and habitat conservation.”

« Mono County General Plan states that property should
remain ag land and wildlife habitat




Resources on the Property

o Agriculture
e Historic
e Wildlife
 Plants
 Wetlands
 Water
Scenic




e 114 species of birds counted so far
 Bird list compiled by local Audubon Chapter




Plant Habitats

Sagebrush scrub
Wet meadow
Alkali meadow

Ponds, springs and
seeps

Riparian
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Goals and Tasks for the Project

* Learn what resources
are on the property

e Create effective and
efficient monitoring
protocol based on
experience with the
property

« Utilize grazing to
enhance habitat and
biodiversity

 Educate and engage
communities based on
resources of the

property




Reserved Rights and Restrictions for Benton
Hot Springs Valley Conservation Easement

 Landowner can continue to use
and enjoy the property
 Limited eco-tourism activities

« NoO new roads, subdivision, or
development

« Continued grazing as guided by
an adaptive Conservation Plan

* No water export




Conservation Plan for Grazing
Management

Collaboration with
landowner to ensure
that habitats and water
resources are
maintained

— Timing of grazing

— Number of cattle

— Best management
practices

— Maintenance and
monitoring of springs and
wetlands

— Invasive species control







Nisqually Land Trust

Mount Rainier Gateway
Initiative
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Nisqually Land Trust Protected Properties 2006
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Ashford Phase 3 Map B

Phase 3 Target & Alternate
Properties
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Ashford Phase 3, Attachment 1
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Lone Star Ranch Easement

199 acres In
Willamette Valley Oregon
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Zone D
AgricubluraliGrazing

. 38.2 Acres
02

Grasslands/ Oak

78.5 Acres
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I live in the Willamette

Valley ecoregion

The Wiktamette Valley ecoregion {s the must urhin &n the stite 16 b5 ibsa thie Ll
growing ocemegiti—il s il of Oregun's wa Inrgess cithes. Fertle s il abianddan
rainall make he valiey te miost impor bl agricoiftuml région in the siate. Calurdly.
the Willvmetie Vidlicy is o tand of contrasts. Bustling rhen s are nestied within
produetive furmlind. Pressure onvalley ecosyatems i popalation growih
lnnraese conversion and polhitin m bkely to moresse asmye peaphe make
the ¥albey ther hume,

Learning aboul the aleisk sprsies and (e Lushiiats in your ecotegion ghvs oo
(i Indormation you need 1o get invabeed in cotserving Oregon’s fah o wilillin for
woutr eljoyment and il of e generations

Strutegy Habitats and Species |
Trrportont habitsts m (e eouregzon incterde oak wondlands. grasslends (rchidiug oak
wavimin), wetlands, mpars 2o aguatie.

Strateiy species i noed of hielp uchule western gray syuberel, noethern red-egied frog,
foothill yellow leged g, northwestern pond turile, western meadowlirk, wesleri
Bilneblrd, Dregou chub, Pacific brnprey wnd Feaders blue buec iy, Sen hack of sheet Tos
mnrr tnformmlio

Northeen red-legged frog: 1 live in the

Willamette Valley ecoregion

Red-peped trogs like cool damp forasés and wetlads

Adults have rod underbegs. ienee their namie, e

B (e Tiie in the northwest is due. in part, i habitat Joss
A il nvasive bl

Fun fact: T unfilely vou'll ever hear a red-legged frogf call. They call ondorwater
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I*artial st of Oregon Conservation Strategy Willametie Valley Ecoregion
Strategy Species and Invasive Species
Sty species ar species of greates! convervation need; they have low or declining populations due, muay lmes,
1o Dl losss el g ition. Firvesive sieries ari: oon-autive plonis or animals that can negutively imoare
native hibitets hoth reoseaically and enviroeanably,

STRATEGY SPECIES
Mlammals

Townsend’s big-eared hui
Wealern gray squirrel
Ptants

{rolden paintbrush
I'\hﬂ:.'ﬁ‘]'nl!r],:ilt

Mebann's clischer aundlow
Preacoch larlogur
Willsmulie daisy

Amphibians ond Reptiles
Marthern red-legged fog
Foothill vellmw-legged frog
MNarthwestern puond o e
Western painied mrile

Imverwbrtes
American grmss bug
Feathers hle hutterily

Fish

Chinoule gl (Lower Columbia
Fiver TSL, spring rum)

Crpstall cutthoroat troat (S
Washangton, Columbia Hiver KESET)
i sabmpm (Opegen Cosst BSLT
Oerguan chub

Pacifie lamprey

Steelhiznd Laower Coliimbia River
ESU, mammer run)

Western brook lanprey

Birds

Acur wood porker

Sender-bilied mathaich

Streaked homed lark

Western Bloehird

Wistern meadowlark

Wisstern purple martin

Yool leww-brrenstisd claat

INVASIVE SPPECTES
hrvasive Animials

A gob

Aginn alam

Bullfrag

Carp (oo, griss)
Fastern gray souire]
Eastern smgping turile
Eurnpenn starling
Fathead mitnime

Feral swin:

Fo squirrel

Golitfish

House sparrow

Mosquio fish (Ganbusia)
Mute swan

Nuiria

Dirpental weather fish
Bed=ared shder wrils
Virgmuia oposstim

Tovesive Plants
Dirooeus (Scotch, Spenish,
Portuyruese)

B thery busl

[Enplisl: vy

Farrasiun walermilfoll
Fulse brorm:

Giarfic rastard

Lror=n

Himatayan blackberry
Rnotwreds (Jupaniese, gino.
Himalnyan)

Kudz

Mendlow fmapmeed
Pungle looseserile

Frad canary graag

5L Johaswort

Tunsy ragwort

Yelbow fap iris

A complete list ol Sirulegry species
can be found on the OTW Web
slle, Click Conservathion Stratessy on
the hume page.

ODFW OFFICES

Northwest Hegion (Wi,
Cluckiumas

971) 6736000

South Willamette Wistershed
Office, Corvallis

(1) ToT-4 1 4

Sauvie Island ifce
(203) H21-3a44
Springtield (Mice
(>41) T2G-3615

Find vour tocal Watershed Counsil.
(G41) BEZ-E3US
wwrworegonwatersheds.org/

T wioee informustion on e Oy egon
Conservation Stralegy, visil the
Cregon Deportmend. of Tish ood
Wildliie Web site,
www, diw, Stare., orus

Oregon Deparcment of
Fiish and Wildlife

HOE Cherry Awvemir NE
Salemm, (1K H7Hi
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The Mill Creek Fen
Project — Species
Protection In
Southeast Michigan

Presented by Mark Patrick
Land & Operations Manager
Washtenaw Land Trust, Ann Arbor, Mi
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Quaternary Geology A
Washtenaw County

Data Sowce: Quatemary Geology of Michigan. 1888, Michigan Natural
Features Inveniory (MNFI) and Michigan Depariment of Natural Resources
{MDNR), Digital version of the Quartemary Geology maps of Northem
and Southem Michigan, 2l a scale of 1:500.000, from W.R. Famrand and
D.L. Bel, 1582
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Mill Creek East Fen Complex

07-280J xapdwio ) ua.] 1527-42247) LIV TUD] 2)1S UOUDAIISUO )

Figure 5. Mill Creek East Fen Complex









Goldenseal

s B <
. &
W

n Stavﬂreatened speciég\ -




Mill Creek Timeline

= 1832 — Family given land in Michigan
Land Grant




Mill Creek Timeline

= 1832 — Family given land in Michigan
Land Grant

= 1950's — Family allows researchers on
fen




Mill Creek Timeline

= 1832 — Family given land in Michigan

Land Grant
= 1950's — Family allows researchers on
fen

= 1958 — over 500 Mitchell’s satyrs
found in area




Mill Creek Timeline

= 1832 — Family given land in Michigan

Land Grant

= 1950's — Family allows researchers on
fen

= 1958 — oever 500 Mitehell’'s satyrs found in
area

= 1965 — 1 Satyr found




Mill Creek Timeline

= 1832 — Family given land in Michigan
Land Grant

= 1950's — Family allows researchers on
fen

= 1958 — oever 500 Mitehell’'s satyrs found in
area

= 1965 — 1 Satyr found
= 2000 — 17 Satyrs found




Mill Creek Timeline —cont.

= 2005 — Court orders resolution of
family estate among siblings,
potentially through sale of land




Mill Creek Project Partners
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Protecting nature, Preserving life.
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Accomplishments

= Survey & Appraisals done Spring 2007
= | and/property disputes resolved

= Easement finalized September 2007

= 124 acres protected, including primary.
conservation zone




Challenges

= Balancing habitat management vs.
landowner’'s needs — burn example

= Grazing concerns

= Boundary dispute (frem 1837!)




Long Term Goals

= Additional conservation easements on surrounding
properties

= Permanent protection of 100% of Mitchell’'s satyr
colonies

= Parther with Huron River Watershed Council to
Implement water guality plan

= Support MNEI, MDNR(LIP), In maintaining fen habitat
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Teton Regional
Land Trust
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Riparian Biodiversity Restoration and Capacity
Building—Teton River Restoration Project
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Our Mission

.. . to conserve
agricultural and
natural lands and to
encourage land
stewardship in the
Upper Snake River
Watershed for the
benefit of today’s
communities and as
a legacy for future
generations.



Priority Natural Resources

Dependent on Private Lands

- Wetlands, Wetland-
dependent Birds

e . - Native Trout, Riparian

| -« Corridors

o - Big Game Winter Range
_ - & Migration Corridors
. . Rare Upland Birds

e - Rare Plants and

e Communities
- S . Strategic Ranch Lands
- State High-Quality Farmland



Strategic Program for Protecting
Priority Natural Resources

- Strategic land protection

- Collaborative _
conservation planning

- Resource surveys-
Ecological monitoring

- Targeted restoration-
benefits to high priority
conservation species

- Partnerships




« Working with multiple
partners

* |dentify priority habitats
and wildlife use areas

o Strategic land protection

e Targeted restoration/
enhancement
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Restoration
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D-approved policies

8

N

.if.[.: ° Program guided b BO
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E Project must be approved by the BOD
-~ » Willing landowner, on easement-protected land

e Suitable management scenario for protecting
Investment

e Target priority species and have landscape-scale
benefits

Riparian, wetland and upland restoration



Riparian Biodiversity Restoration
and Capacity Building—Teton River
Restoration Project

e Landowner action and initiative

e Located on 200-acre easement
property protecting ~1 mile of the
Teton River

* Property is active cattle ranch

; Mt

.. * Managed for fish and wildlife




- e




Project Goals

Short-Term

» Develop restoration plan to optimize property’s value to

~ | conservation priority species

~ | « Have restoration expert mentor Land Trust staff during

project planning & implementation

<1« Implement restoration plan using contractors & volunteers

Long-Term

* Improve instream & riparian habitat conditions for
conservation priority species

» Cooperatively steward the project with landowner to
maximize biodiversity

* Increase Land Trust staff ability to complete large-scale
restoration



Priority Species

» |ldaho Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy—Species of
Greatest Conservation Need

* Rocky Mountain Population
Trumpeter Swan Implementation Plan

 |daho Department of Fish and Game
Fisheries Management Plan

 |daho Partners in Flight Plan _
» Teton Basin Important Bird Area }"



Elev (ft)

FTR L2, Transect 4

Project Accomplishments
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Project Accomplishments

Install trees with rootwaods facing upstream.

» Design development

ﬁ:} Min'mum of 4 FL wide

Build grovel bar then ploce
god on top of grovel. 2

Install Willow bundles
On top of Bank.

Install 2 Willaw bundles 2.
on top of sod barb. ]

Bonk—, ~

Imstall 2 cubic yords n!.-JI
gravel or angular rocks
along with compacted fill.

PLAN VIEW NOT TO SCALE

| ,(""in-a!anl 2 Willow Bundles reor top of bonbk,

Place Sod Mat on lop of grovel.

Ploce excavated gravel from pool enbonc
ta farm a grovsl barb with sod ploced o

Place Sed Ma: on gopad bonk,
Gress or 4 eedge / musn
min may be umsd,

= Anchor Sod mot wish Deod Steat Stoks

Drawing net lo Soow






Capacity Building

« Restoration expert mentoring through:

Technical review

 Project and staff evaluation during
and after implementation

 Final report evaluating project,
staff



Project Monitoring

Pratopeint 7
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Seplenbes 20




Partnerships

 Landowners
e Volunteers
e NRCS
 US Fish and Wildlife Service
e National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
e Defenders of Wildlife
FOUNDATION e Trout Unlimited
—  Foundations
e |[daho Dept Fish & Game
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