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Wanted dead, not alive

Northern Snakehead, Channa argus

A ,_\I;, ILLUSTRATION BY ROGBIE CADA
_ 1

A look af the snakeheads caught in the Potomac and ils tributaries in the past two months:

BODY OF WATER STATE DATE  LENGTH (b inches)

€ Little Hunting Creek

) Kane's Creek

NOTE: Snakehesds were discovered in Crofen, Md., pond in the summer of 2002 —6 adults and aperoximately 1,000 babies, On Apsil 26, 2004, a 19- inch
anakehead was lTowsd in Pire Lake in Wheaton (not shown on the map).

GRAPHIC BY LARRY FOGEL AND FARHANA HOSSAIN—THE WASHINGTON POST
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BROKEN SCREENS

The Regulati-:rn of Live Animal

Imports in the United States




m Scope of pre-import screening challenge:

- 2,241 non-native animal species imported

Import Total Number Additional
. of Counted Total Uncounted
Quantlty Specimens Imports, by Weight
5 year total 1,073,796,735 5,186,644 kilos
2000-2004
Annual 214,759,347 1,037,329 kilos
Average
Daily 588,000 plus 2,842 kilos
aycrlgs specimens or > 3 tons (US)




Screening Process

m Defenders’ 4 months of research
_|_
m [UCN Inwvastve Species Specialist

Group’s prototype Global Register
ot Invasive Species (GRIS)



APPENDIX B

PRELIMINARY INVASIVENESS AND DISEASE RISK
ANNOTATIONS FOR IDENTIFIED NON-NATIVE ANIMAL
SPECIES IMPORTED TO THE UNITED STATES, 2000-2004

MOTES:
* Key to commeon abbreviations in annotations appears at end of table (page 470
* Annontions do not include all available risk information and are not definitive as o risks in the Uniced States.

* Annomations are For imvasivensss sk unless a disease risk is nored.

Genus Species Coammen name and annotation

MOMN-MATIVE AMPHIEIANS

Ambzroms IRENisa Mexican salimander, GEIS, amphib. disease, Molec. Ecal. 14:203-24

Azslopie T Harlequin wad. amphib. dissass, Proc. Mar, Acad. 5ci. s5ac1-g028

Azslopie zereki Galden frog, amphib. dissase,

Bombina wiriegane Yellow bellied toad, GRIS

Green and Back dart-poison frog. MAS Impac; and amphib. dissas=, ]. Ver. Diagnicer.

Dandrebare: aumamr
Ioneese, I0i194-199

Dbz PBlue darr frog, amphib, dis=ass, ]. Ver, Diaprostic Irvese, 11:194-199

Diy=ing poisan frog, amphib. dissase, ], Ver. Diagnos, Invest, 11:1a4-199

Asian painted frog, GRIS

aurea Green and palden bell frop, MAS Impact. GRIS

Great green wresfrog, MAS Impace, GRIS; and amphib. dissase, Proc. Mat Acad. 5. a5m031-
gyl

carrilza

IRV Mascarsne prass frog, GRIS

riarvindis Marsh frog. GRIS

rempangia Furopean or commean frog, amphib. disease, Ver Becord ti772-3

TOTAL ANNOTATED MON-MATIVE AMPHIBIANS: 13 of 172 imporced non-natives

MOMN-MATIVE BEIRDE




Infectious agents introduced to the

United States via imports of live
animals, 1996-2006

m Exotic Newcastle’s Disease

m Heartwater

m Malignant Catarrhal Fever

® Monkeypox Virus

m Viral Hemorrhagic Disease of Rabbits
m Chytridiomycosis

m Ranavirus



Summary Numbers, 2000-2004

m ~ 3,000 total animal species imported

m 2,241 identified non-native animal species
imported were “coarse-screened”

m 302 of those were annotated for potential
invasiveness and/or disease risk

® Only 34 of those 302 had a regulatory
restriction in place by USFWS (18), APHIS
(5) or CDC (11)



White Paper:

Economic Impacts of Live Animal
Imports Into the United States
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Key Recommendation

Congress needs to:

- adopt a more protective national
standard

- give USFWS authority to prohibit
species that have not been risk
screened
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HR 669 — Key Provisions

2 - PURPOSE

3 — RISK ASSESSMENT PROCESS
Note: Section 3(f) “grandfathers” animals of species later prohibited.

4 — LIST OF APPROVED SPECIES

5 — LIST OF UNAPPROVED SPECIES
6 - PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES
7 — PERMITS

8 — FEES

10 - RELATIONSHIP TO STATE LAW

14 DEFINITIONS

Note: Definition of non-native wildlife species excludes domesticated animals



Policy Options — Champagne or Beer??

HR 669
* 41 bi-partisan co-sponsors
Lots of public support, but heavy opposition

possible new, improved, more moderate Senate bill

- basic approach — Discussion Draft



Australia, Israel and New
Zealand have pre-import
screening systems that
work and comply with
international law

Why not the USA?
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