


Working Assumptions

70906 of U.S. land base is private

50906 of the 365 million hectares In
the U.S. is cropland, pastureland,
and rangeland

Private lands critical to
conservation of biological diversity




History

Farm Bills +/- 6 years

Prior to 1985 farm bill focused
on agricultural subsidies

1985 Farm Bill broke the trend
and began directly addressing
conservation




1990 Farm Bill Builds on
Conservation Programs

1990 Farm Bill brought another major
conservation program to address
declining wetlands and the Nation’s
“No Net Loss of Wetlands”

> Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)




=
=
| -
(
L
N
-
=,
N




USDA Farm Bill Themes

Quality of environment
Fish and wildlife habitat
Private lands

Locally led Conservation
Conservation Partnerships
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Swampbuster

Conversio wetlands results in lost of
USDA benelits | |

Significant]l} decreased loss of wetlands
in agric al landscapes



4007

Clean Water Act, Section
404 quidelines, 1975

Swampbuster, 1985
Wetlands Reserve
Program, 1991
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Average annual wetland loss due to agriculture, 1954-2002 and significant
federal legislation (*Frayer et al. 1983, ™Dahl and Johnson 1991, ™NRCS, NRI

2000, ™*NRCS, NRI 2004)






CRP Has Several Implementation
p- Strategie_s |
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Benefits of CRP
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Whats been quantJfled —

M

12 milion duckeprodiees
between 199; and 2092 on CRP

13.5 mllllon pheasants prt)d‘uced
e annuaHy
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Three types uf agreements:

> Cost share only
30 year easement -
rpetual easement ( - )
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Partnersiwith localleasement programs-to
Jsnaintain land n agricuitureand ’
associatediuse . o ¢ Hf' '

Contribute funds (50'%) toward purchase
of easement

Partner holds easement

450,000 acres as of 200_5



Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP)

> 75%0 - 90% cost share

> Priorities
Water quality
Air quality
Erosion/sedimentation
At risk species




Types of EQIP Practices for At
Risk Species

Predator friendly to
reduce predation on
livestock (grizzly bears,
wolves)

Sage-grouse and prairie
chickens (deferred

grazing)
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Wildlife Habitat. Incentl
Prog ram (WHIP
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>Focus is grazing lands & biodiversity
>Easements and contracts 1
>First implemented in FY 2004
>Sage grouse targeted Iast tw ears
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> Enhanﬁament payments
> This may eventually dwarf all
programs o S
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Healthy Forests Reserve Program

"Not a farm bill program, but given
to NRCS by the Healthy Forests
Reserve Act of 2003 |
> First time fundmg in 2006

> Cnntracts and Easements ‘

B> Promote T&E cnnservatlun,rlmpruve s 3
_biodiversity and carbon sequestration



Make the Farm Bill work for you

£ 211y landowners to US DA
DO s
£ J"‘_/_JL JJrJIFJJ érJJJJJ)J with NRCS
Lo restore habltat_#_.-__'
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200 000 acresmf CRP II‘_I same
munty as Agassu NWR
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Farm Bill Future

Programs will most likely be renewed
(2007)

- Best guess - wildlife/wetland
/easement programs will continue to
be a priority but......

$$$ Is going to get tight......
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yiBhvate lands are cHticalitoMisn ana
wildlife conservation

oy ~ Pl - { = ‘ - 0ut fa rms

We are talking i'_:lbﬂllt billions of
dollars for conservation programs on
private lands.

Farm Bill includes both easement
programs and restoration practices
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