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Community Wildlife ProgramCommunity Wildlife Program

► Technical Assistance with land use 
& conservation planning

► Reviewing Town Documents 
► Development of conservation 

strategies tailored to your town’s 
needs 

For towns, regional planning commissions and NGOs 
doing conservation planning

Jens  Hilke
Conservation Biologist



Case StudyCase Study

►►Why Conservation Why Conservation 
Planning?Planning?

►►Habitat ConnectivityHabitat Connectivity
►►Using Science and Using Science and 

Values to Inform Values to Inform 
PlanningPlanning

Linking Lands Alliance mapping and 
planning wildlife habitat connectivity in an 11 
town region.



Core Forests Core Forests (100m from development)(100m from development)



Habitat Blocks and Habitat Blocks and 
Connectivity MappingConnectivity Mapping

Core Forest, Pomfret, VT



Habitat Blocks and Habitat Blocks and 
Connectivity MappingConnectivity Mapping

Core Forest & Habitat Blocks, Pomfret, VT



Habitat Blocks and Habitat Blocks and 
Connectivity MappingConnectivity Mapping

Habitat Blocks & Wetlands, Pomfret, VT



Wetlands, Riparian Areas & Wetlands, Riparian Areas & 
Conserved LandsConserved Lands



Road CrossingsRoad Crossings



Rare, Threatened & Endangered Species andRare, Threatened & Endangered Species and
Significant Natural CommunitiesSignificant Natural Communities



Balancing the Coarse Filter & Single Balancing the Coarse Filter & Single 
Species ManagementSpecies Management



Mapping habitat blocks, Crossings, CorridorsMapping habitat blocks, Crossings, Corridors

ConsultingConsulting
ProfessionalProfessional

Citizen ScienceCitizen Science

Field WorkField Work



Role ModelsRole Models



Ecological Planning GridEcological Planning Grid



Community Values ForumCommunity Values Forum
Hinesburg, VT



Community ValuesCommunity Values



Hunting and 
Recreation

Fishing and 
Water Quality

Farmland & 
Aesthetics

Fishing and 
Water Quality

Community ValuesCommunity Values



Determining Potential CorridorsDetermining Potential Corridors

Habitat BlocksLikely Road Crossings

Potential Corridors

?

Wetlands and 
Conserved Land

Community Value 
Mapping



More Local ExamplesMore Local Examples

•• TinmouthTinmouth Town PlanTown Plan

•• Hartford Wildlife CorridorsHartford Wildlife Corridors

•• Coordination in the Mad River ValleyCoordination in the Mad River Valley

•• Shrewsbury Wildlife Crossing overlay districtShrewsbury Wildlife Crossing overlay district



Thank YouThank You


